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Accounting statements 2023-24 for:
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Annual Governagnce Statement

We acknowledge as the members of the Council, our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of
internal control, including the preparation of the accounting statements. We confirn, to the best of our knowledge and
helief, with respect to the accounting stafements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that.

Agread? L YVES' means that the Gouncil: PG Ref
You REcy”
1. We have put in piace arrangements for: PI(J;JE‘I ly seis :Es imdg;e and 6, 12
e effective financkal managerment during the year, and v ! mianages its money and prepares
o the preparation and approval of the accounting e and approves iis accounting
stdt@ment statements as presoribed-§ )y law,
2. \Ne have mﬁmlmned an adequc:i@ system c}f mtem.a% Made prcspm dtrangﬁmenia :,mri 8,7
control, including measwes designed to prevent and accepled responsibility for
deiect fraud and cortuption, and reviewed its ! Yes sateguarding the pubfic money and
oﬁeciwwe 5. resotces m 115 Lh&rge
3. We have taken aH Feas anabl{, siep EO assire ourocn?ve Has only done things that it has iho G
ihat there are no matters of actual or potential non- legal power to do and has
compliance with laws, regulations and codes of praciice | Yes corformed o codes of praciice ard
that could have a significant financial effect on the abilily : standards in the way it has done so.
of the Council to conduct its business or on its finances.
4. We have provided proper opporiunity for the exersise of Has given ol persons interested the | 6, 23
slectors’ rights in accordance with the requirements of Yes opportunity to inspeal the body's
the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014, s accounts as sef aut in the notice of
audsi
5. We have carried ol an assessment of the risks facing Conmdpr@d ihe ﬂnancuai and mhm 6,8
the Council and taken appropriate sieps to manage Yes | risks it faces in the operation of the
those risks, including the introduction of internal controls es body and has dealt with them
and/on external insurance cover where reqlumd ptoperiy
6. We have mabiniained an adeqguate and effective qylaiun Auanqed foa a rompuent pemnn 6,8
of internal audit of the accouniing records and conircl independent of the financial controls
systems throughout the year and have recelved a yepori Yesu and procedures, to give an 'objective
from the intevnal auditor, view on whelher these meef the |
ncvedb (.nf the hudy E
B e e S . L ——
7. We have considered whather any litigation, liabilities or Disclosed weryihmg st c;hould have | 6
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either aboul its business during the year
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on Yes inchuding events taking place afler
the Council and, where apprepriate, have included them | the year-end if relevant.
on ihc acroumtnq ﬂtahmm@nts
8. We have faken apprapriate *ar‘tmn on .a[l maiim raised Considared and faken appropriate G, 8,23
in pravious reports from internal and external atdit. action o address
Yas issuesiweaknesses brought to s
attention by both the internal and
external auditors.
-9, Trust funds — The Council acts as sole trustee for andis | Yes | Mo | NA | Has met all of ii r@sp(m lbslmm 3,6
responsible for managing trust fund(s)assets. We ! e whare it s a sole managing trustee
exclude transactions related fo these trusts from the of a local rust or trusts.
Accounting Statement. in our capacity as trustee, we
have discharged our responsibility in relation o the N/A
accountability for the fund(s) including financial yeparting
L and |F mquncd md:apc}nde,ni oxamma‘l[rm or audli I

* Pleaae provide explanations (o the exiemal auditor on a t;eprirato shoet for e,ach no' reshonse given, .md cio cribe what action is
being taken lo address the weaknesses identified.



Additional disclosure notes™
The following information is provided to assist the reader o uniderstand the accounting statement andlor the Annual
Covernance Statemeant

4. Expenditure under 5137 Local Governiment Act 1972 ard 52 Local Government Act 2000
Section 137(1) of the 1972 Act permits the Council to spend on activities for which it has no oiher specific powers if the
Souncil considers thal the expenditure is in the interests of, and will bring direct benefit to, the area or any part of if, or all or
some of its inhabitants, providing that the henefit is commensuraie with the expenditure. Section 137(3) also permits the
Gouncit to incur expenditure for certain charitable and other purposes. The aximurm expenditire that can be incurred under
boih section 137(1) and (3) for the financial year 2023-24 was £9.93 per glecior,
In 2023-24, the Councit made payments totalling £100.00___ under section 137, These payments are included within 'Other
payments’ in the Accounting Statement.

2.

* |nchude here any additional disclosures the Councll considers necessary to aid the reader's understanding of the accounting
statement and/or the annual governance siatement.

Council approval and certification

The Coungil is responsible for the prepatation of the accounting statements and the annual governance statement in accordance
with the requirements of the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the Act) and the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014.

Certification by the RFO Approval by the Council

| certify that the accounting statemenis contained in this Annual | condirm that these accounting statements and Anhiual
Reiurn present fairly the financial position of the Council, and its Gavernance Statement were approved by the Council
income and expenditure, or propertly present receipts and under minute reference:

payments, as the case may be, for the year ended S et

31 March 2024. minute ror: S A v — j0-6 202
RFO signature: Chair signature: PN

Mame: SERENA BAXTER Hame:
e |0 Qune ROy (bwe 1O Jone QD29




Archwilio Cymru

Audit Wales

Auditor General’s report and audit opinion

| certify that | have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March
2023 of Abenbury Community Council. My audit has been conducted on behalf of the
Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of the Public Audit
(Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor General for Wales.

Audit opinion: Unqualified

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of my audit,
in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for concern that, in any
material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return:

. has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices;

. that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met;

° is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and

. that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure economy,
efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources.

Other matters and recommendations

| draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which do not
affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council:

Minor error in Accounting Statement

There is a minor rounding error in the Accounting Statement. We recommend that the
Council checks the arithmetic and consistency of the Accounting Statement prior to
approval.

There are no further matters | wish to draw to the Council’s attention.

Q)m,?g@& ﬁ%ﬁ Date: 02/10/2024

Deryck Evans, Audit Manager, Audit Wales
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales

Page 1 of 1 - Auditor General’s report and audit opinion - please contact us in Welsh or
English / cysylltwch & ni'n Gymraeg neu’n Saesneg.



Annual internal audit report to:

Namoofbody: | ABENBURY COMMUNITY GUNUL

The Council's internal audit, acting independently and on the basis of an assessment of risk,
has included carrying out a selective assessment of compliance with relevant procedures and controls expected
to be in operation during the financial year ending 31 March 2024,

The internal audit has been carried out in accordance with the Council's needs and planned coverage. On the basis of
the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised

in this table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and the internal audit conclusions on whether,

in all significant respects, the following control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a
standard adequate to meet the needs of the Council.

Agreed? Outline of work undertaken as part of
Yes No* N/A Not the |!1ter|:lal audit (NE.% not required if
. | detailed internal audit report presented
covered
to body}

1. Appropriate books of account have

been properly kept throughout the \,/

year.
2. Financial regulations have been

met, payments were supporied by /

invoices, expenditure was approved

and VAT was appropriately

accounted for.
3. The body assessed the significant ¥ EXCEPT foR SSUE Z

risks fo achieving its objectives and \/ W N HNTERZNAL AVOrT REPORT

reviewed the adequacy of
arrangements to manage these.

4. The annual precept/levy/resource
demand requirement resulted from
an adeguate budgetary process, /
progress against the budget was
regularly monitored, and resetves
were appropriate.

5. Expected income was fully
recelved, based on correct prices, /
properly recorded and promptly
banked, and VAT was appropriately
accounted for.

8. Petty cash payments were propetly
supported by receipts, expenditure v No PETTY cASH
was approved and VAT
appropriately accounted for.

7. Salaries to employees and
allowances to members were paid v
in accordance with minuted
approvals, and PAYE and NI
requirements were properly applied.

8. Asset and investment registers v
were complste, accurate, and
properly maintained.




Agreed? Outline of work underiaken as part of
Yes No* N/A Not the |;nterr_1al audit (N? not required if
« | detailed internal audit report presented
covered
to body)

9. Periodic and year-end bank account
reconciliations were properly carried v
out.

10. Accounting statements prepared
during the year were prepared on
the correct accounting basis
{receipts and payments/income and /
expenditure), agreed with the
cashbook, were supported by an
adequate audit trail from underlying
records, and where appropriate,
debtors and creditors were properly
recorded.

41. Trust funds (including charitable /
trusts)., The Council has met its
responsibilities as a trustee.

For any risk areas identified by the Council {list any other risk areas below or on separate sheets Iif needed) adeguate
conirols existed:

Agreed? Outline of work undertaken as part of
: the internal audit (NB not required if

Y * A
es | No N/ Not « | detailed internal audit report presented
covered
| to body)
12,
13.
14.

* If the response is ‘no’, please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified

(add separate sheets if needed).

** If the response is ‘not covered’, please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is next
planned, or if coverage is not required, internal audit must explain why not.

[My detailed findings and recommendations which | draw to the attention of the Council are included in my detailed report to the
Councll dated _ 2.6 [ 64 ! 20 LY  1* Delete if no report prepared.

Internal audit confirmation

I/we confirm that as the Council's internal auditor, liwe have not been involved in a management or administrative role within the
body (including preparation of the accounts) or as a member of the body during the financial years 2022-23 and 2023-24, | also
confirm that there are no conflicts of interest surrounding my appointment.

Name of person who carried out the internal audit: :}'TJH BUS\NESS SERNICRS L":D

i Signature of person who carrled out the mtemal audlt jDU( % e B =V S&N\ CA L_—},yl
ater 24 |ow {20\
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